
•  Finding and Focusing the Research Question SAMPLE Worksheet  
Proposed Theme: sexual assault  
 
Part I:  Finding and Focusing the Research Question 
Step One: Make a list of questions about one of the themes in which you plan write.  
1. What defines sexual assault? 
2. How often does sexual assault happen in marriages? 
3. How much a part of domestic assault is sexual assault a component? 
4. How often is sexual assault reported?  
5. What happens after sexual assault is reported? 
6. What counseling is available for survivors of sexual assault?   
7. How often does sexual assault occur on college campuses? 
8. How many cases of sexual assault were reported at Notre Dame College in the last 

year? 
9. Where on campus does sexual assault mostly occur?   
10. How is sexual assault defined on college campuses?   
 
Step Two: Revisit your list and highlight the questions that most interests you. 
• What counseling is available for survivors of sexual assault?   
• How many cases of sexual assault were reported at Notre Dame College in the last 

year? 
• How is sexual assault defined on college campuses?   
 
Step Three: Choose one question from the revised list.   
How many cases of sexual assault were reported at Notre Dame College in the last 
year? 
 
Step Four: Build a new, focused list of questions based on your single question in Step 
Three. 
How many cases of sexual assault were reported at Notre Dame College in the last 
year? 
1. What happens when sexual assault is reported—who on campus gets the 

information?   
2. Do sexual assault survivors work with campus police or South Euclid police?   
3. How is sexual assault discussed at Notre Dame College? 
4. Are there campus groups or college-sponsored organizations that sexual assault 

survivors can turn to for support? 
 
Step Five:  Narrow your focus, yet again.  Choose one question from your focused list 
of questions from Step Four.  This is your Research Question. 
“How is sexual assault discussed at Notre Dame College?” 
 



Step Six: What are all the things I need to know to answer my Research Question?  
1. What is already in place for discussion of sexual assault at Notre Dame College 
2. How Counseling Services work with sexual assault survivors 
3. Statistics of sexual assaults in Notre Dame history   
4. Code of Conduct laws for Notre Dame College   
5. Do sexual assault survivors stay on campus or drop out?   
6. Statistics of sexual assaults in South Euclid 
7. Statistics of returning Notre Dame students that have survived sexual assaults 
8. How might education on sexual assault play a part in changing these statistics?   
 
Part II:  Making an Argument 
 
Possible Title:  “Beginning a Program for Sexual Assault Education at Notre Dame 
College”  
 
Step One:  Make a list of what you already know on the subject.  (This might be based 
on the list you brainstormed in Step Six.) 
1. Sexual assault statistics on college campuses across the country 
2. Five years of sexual assault statistics at Notre Dame College  
3. Notre Dame College Code of Conduct laws 
4. What programs other colleges offer for survivors of sexual assault 
5. What is available at Notre Dame’s Counseling Services for survivors of sexual 

assault 
 
Step Two:  Based on your list in Step One and all the brainstorming you have done in 
Part One, create a working thesis. 
I plan to propose a campus program at Notre Dame College for open and frank 
discussion about sexual assault on campus. 
 


