
Rhetorical Grammar: Grammatical Choices, Rhetorical Effects 
	  

Parts of Speech 

Part of Speech Function or “job” Example words Example sentences 

verb action or state (to) be, have, do, 
like, work, sing, 
can, must 

My dog is a collie. I like to 
play fetch with her. 

noun thing or person pen, dog, work, 
music, town, 
London, teacher, 
John 

This is my dog.  He lives in 
my house. We live in London. 

adjective describes a noun a/an, the, 27, some, 
good, big, red, well, 
interesting 

My dog is big. I like big dogs. 

adverb describes a verb, 
adjective or adverb 

quickly, silently, 
badly, very, really 

My dog eats quickly. When he 
is very hungry, he eats really 
quickly. 

pronoun replaces a noun I, you, he, she, some Tara is athletic. She is strong. 

preposition links a noun to 
another word 

to, at, after, on, but We went to school on 
Monday. 

conjunction joins clauses or 
sentences or words 

and, but, or, nor I like dogs and I like cats.  I 
like cats and dogs. I like dogs 
but I don’t like cats. 

interjection short exclamation, 
sometimes inserted 
into a sentence 

oh!, ouch!, hi!, well Ouch! That hurts! Hi! How 
are you? Well, I don’t know. 

possessive indicates possession 
or ownership 

John’s, the dog’s Hand me the dog’s ball. 
Is that the baby’s bottle? 

gerund -ing form functioning 
as a noun. 

I enjoy jogging. 
Running is good exercise..  

participle verbal functioning as 
a an adverbial 

The crying baby had a wet diaper. 
The burning log fell off the fire. 

subject functions as the topic 
of the sentence 

The committees were set up to plan the convention. 
The study of our grammar system includes three 
areas. 

direct object names the objective, 
goal or receiver of the 
verb’s action. 

We ate the peanuts. 
The study of our grammar system includes three 
areas. 

	  


